
V/ckers Hydraulic Systems and 
Components in World-wide Use

Occupancy of the new Vick­ 
ers plant at 3201 Lomita blvd., 
Torrance, in March of this year, 
brought engineering, sales, serv­ 
ice, and production of aircraft, 

«issilc, and engine hydraulic 
stems and components activ 

ity to the area.
The new plant houses Vickers I 

aircraft activities which were' 
formerly conducted at El Se-j 
gundo.   i

As a part of a continuing ex­ 
pansion program, the new 10<V

  000 -square foot facility will 
function as an integral part • 
the newly formed Aero Hydra 1
f cs division of Vickers.

Administrative headquarter* 
for the Aero Hydraulics di­ 
vision is at the Vickers Admin­ 
istrative and Engineering cen­ 
ter, Detroit, Michigan. Division 
activity at the center also in­ 
cludes engineering, sales, and 
service.

Tiie Vickers organization wasi 
founded as the Vickers Manu­ 
facturing co. in Los Angeles,

4*920, by Harry F. Vickers, a 
pioneer hydraulic engineer. In 
3925, Vickers developed a hy­ 
draulic steering gear for mo­ 
tor vehicles and a high pressure 
vane pump. With the develop-

 ment of additional products, the 
company expanded rapidly and 
was renamed Vickers Incorpo­ 
rated.

Production facilities for the
division are located at Joplln,
iVlissouri, Jackson, Mississippi,
and Detroit, Michigan, (Oakman
plant).

JO Acres
Location of the new Vickers 

Torrance plant is between Haw- 
. thorne and Crenshaw boule­ 
vards. The plant is situated on 
  site consisting of approxi­ 
mately 10 acres.

The new building whldi will 
house 650 employes wan con* 

fatructed at a cost of one mil­ 
lion dollars. The general con­ 
tractor was Donald F. Shaw, 
and engineer*! were the Don­ 
ald E. Warren co. 
Construction of the Vickers 

plant marks the return of Bert 
Stone, Vickers California opera­ 
tions manager, to Lomita blvd. 
Thirty years ago, Stone wa* 
manager of the Doheny-Stone 

co. which was then locat- 
on Lornila blvd. James Kea
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Pittsburgh Plate Class Among 
World's Most Modern Plants

NEWLY UDCATED HERE
Vickers incorporated, a division of Sperrry Rand Corp., came to 
Torranc* in March of this year.

has been named plant manager.
Modem Era

Introduction of the Vickers 
fixed and variable displacement 
axial piston pumps and motors 
for aircraft use in 1940 marked 
the beginnin'g of the modern era 
in aircraft system design.

Today, Vickers hydraulic sys­ 
tems and components are in­ 
stalled on virtually every cur­ 
rent U.S. military and commer­ 
cial airplane, and'are known to 
be installed on civil aircraft reg­ 
istered in more than 40 coun­ 
tries.

In January, 1930, an exper­ 
imental plant wag estabilHhed 
in Detroit, Michigan, and by 
the end of JftttO the entire buni- 
ness wan transferred to De­ 
troit.

During 1937, Ticker* In­ 
corporated merged with the 
Hperry corp., and in J955, the 
Hperry corp. merged with 
Remington-Rand to form the 
present Sperry-Rand corp., of 
which Virkcr* Incorporated Is 
a division.
Today, Vickers designs and 

manufactures complete oil hy­ 
draulic power transmission and 
control systems for practically 
all types of applications.

These systems are used In a 
great variety of industries, in­ 
cluding automotive, machine 
tools, farm machinery, aircraft

Civil Defense
Students
Graduate

Two Civil Defense classes 
graduated recently at corn blued 
exercises held at Dana School, 
Hawthorne. Of the total 169 
graduates, 18 were from. Tor­ 
rance.

First aid certificates were 
also awarded 126 of the total 
number of graduates who ful­ 
filled the American Red Cross 
requirements.

Howard Earl and Arlyn Web­ 
er, Supervisor Harm's deputy, 
presented the diplomas. Accord­ 
ing to Earl there are now 2300 
trained wardens in the district 
extending from Culver City to 
the ocean south, and east to 
Vermont *t.

and missile, food products, high­ 
way construction and mainten­ 
ance, petroleum, rubber, steel, 
mining, printing, pulp and pa­ 
per, glass and ceramics, plas­ 
tics, ship building, and railroad. 

Expansion of the company 
over the years has resulted in 
the establishment of plants in 
Michigan, Connecticut, Nebras­ 
ka, Oklahoma, Missouri, Missis­ 
sippi, and California.

Pittsburgh Plate Glass com­ 
pany's Torrance plant is located 
on a triangular,- 15-aere sit/1 , 
fronting on Crenshaw blvd.

The plant consists of a large 
'production building, warehouse, 
office building and an outdoor 
tank farm.

It has a total of 157,000 sq. ft. 
of floor space, loading docks 
and covered walkways. An ad­ 
ditional 93,000 sq. ft. of road­ 
ways and parking lots comprise 
the improved acreage.

The Torrance plant is one of 
the most modern in the world, 
being espe-ciaJJy designed and 
engineered to create the maxi­ 
mum efficiency in operation.

Paint Production 
In production of paint' both 

dry and liquid ingredients ar< 
used. The dry raw material 
consists of pigments, gums and 
chemical powders. The liquids 
include oils of various kinds, 
liquid chemicals and thinners. 

L1 q u 1 d raw material is 
brought in by tank-car and 
stored in a tank farm from 
which it is pumped to the pro­ 
duction units.

All plant buildings were de­ 
signed by Albert C. Martin and 
Associates, Los Angeles, and 
Pittsburgh Paint division engi­ 
neers.

They »re architecturally a<- 
tractive, fitting »n with 
local style, and practical 
with their construction em­ 
bodying the latest. in paint 
manufacturing technique*. 
Essentially a one-story, earth­ 

quake resisting structure, the 
main production building has a 
second-level center section de­ 
signed for efficient loading of 
ball and pebble mills. Mixing of 
pigments for roller mills and 
raw material screening Into fill-

Ing hoppers is also done on thi; 
level.

Production equipment in 
eludes units for the prcparatior 
of various raw materials usoo 
in paint making. The local 
plant has a lacquer producing 
Unit and a gas-fired resin man­ 
ufacturing process.

The plant has -a lunch-room 
for employes and is equipped 
with modern locker and wash 
room facilities.

Complete Facilities
Complete laboratory facilities 

for production control, essential 
to high quality paint produc­ 
tion, and for product develop­ 
ment are housed in the office 
building.

This attractive structure also 
contains quarters for operating 
personnel and is headquarters 
for the sales, accounting, pur­ 
chasing and advertising person-

icl ul I'utsburgli Plate's West 
;oast division which covers 
California, Washington. Oregon 
nnd parts of Idaho and Nevada. 

Paint products from the local 
plant, are merchandised through 
two warehouses and 28 branch 
stoics located throughout Cali­ 
fornia. These units also han­ 
dle "Pittsburgh" brushes,

Unit ed Wallpapers, and a 
ated items.

Virtually the complete line of; 
"Pittsburgh's" major paints, 
varnishes, enamels and special 
coatings are produced at Tor­ 
rance.

These are for use in homes, 
on automobiles and aircraft, for 
toys, trains, and factories.

Ficht Piano 
Firm Serves 
Harbor Area

1 Bringing the entire Harbor 
area quality and service in pi­ 
anos is the Ficht Piano co.. 611 
S. Gaffey st. in San Pedro. 
owned by Robert J. Ficht who 
was with the Baldwin Piano co. 

,in Chicago for 30 years before 
opening the San Pedro store in 
May, 1953.

Over 40 new and used pianos 
may be found on the sales floor 
including complete selections of 
Baldwin, Gulbransen* and Koh- 
ler and Campbell.

All of the used pianos have 
been reconditioned and many re- 
styled in different woods and 
durable plastic with mirrors.

The majority of pianos pur­ 
chased or accepted as trade-ins 
are neglected and moth-eaten, 
Ficht indicated. One of the im- 
 portant phases of rebuilding a 
used piano is replacing these 
felts which Is done by the Ficht 
firm.

The h a m m e r s are filed, 
strings cleaned, and straps re- 

.! placed. The piano is then

Agent Retires 
After 46 Years

Ernest S. Donaldson, 527 
Arena St., El Segundo, retired, 
recently after 46 years with the 
Pacific Electric Railway co.

AN "ALL AMERICA CITY" 
INDUSTRY SINCE 1956!

*

AMERICAN ROCK WOOL CORP.
MANUFACTURER OF MINERAL WOOL INSULATION

*
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
CITY OF TORRANCE 

FOR ALL-AMERICAN HONORS
  First flight of the Transland Ag-2 farm and 

forest airplane occured at Torrance Municipal 
Airport on October 11, 1956.

  Production has now started to answer the sales 
demands from U.S. and world-wide markets.

  Jobs are now open for sheet metal fabrication 
and assembly line work.

  Excellent working conditions, free hospitaliza- 
tion and life insurance, paid holidays and gen­ 
erous vacation plan, citizenship not required. 
Top wages to qualified applicants.

TRANSLAND COMPANY
2600 W. 247th St., Torrance 

(North side of Torrance Airport)

Phone: DAvenport 6-8110

WE JOIN IN THE 
SALUTE TO 
TORRANCE! '

Congratulations on being named 
All-America Cityl

It has been our privilege to serve the grow­ 
ing needs of the Torrance area with quality 
building materials for the past 34 years.

3 YARDS TO SERVE 

THE TORRANCE AREA

TOR LUMBER - CALL OUR NUMBER"

ROSSMAN MILL & LUMBER CO
LTD.

SUNSET INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUM CORPORATION

FAMOUS 
TIRES

Dayton

Thorobred
'"World's Largest Retail Dealers''

west's fastest
growing
independent

J. DAVE STERLING, PRESIDENT

LISTED AMERICAN STOCK EXCHANGE

GENERAL OFFICES, 3450 WILSHIRE BLVD.,

LOS ANGELES 3, CALIFORNIA

GOLDEN EAGLE


